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Your Transition
Moving from Primary to Secondary school is 
an exciting time, but we know it can be a bit 
scary too. 

This booklet will help you get ready for this 
important transition by:

•  Helping you get to know your new 
school a bit better

•  Helping them get to know you better

•  Giving you a sneak peak of some of the 
subjects you’ll be studying

•  Stretching your brain muscles, 
secondary style!

Let’s get started!
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About your new school:
St Paul’s Way Trust School

We would like to welcome you to 
St Paul’s Way Trust School



About your new school
Useful information

Breakfast Club

Breakfast club is open every morning from 8:00am in the 
main dining room and is free of charge for all students. 
Book your place through the Year Team.

 

Contacting the School

Your first point of contact is with school office:  
admin@spwt.net   -   0207 987 1883

The school receptionist may be able to help you with your 
enquiry or direct you to the most suitable person.  The 
Student Achievement Coordinator is usually available or 
parents may make an appointment.

 

Enrichment Activities

There are numerous activities that take place throughout 
the school day – before school, during lunchtime and 
after school. Please see the next page for some examples.

mailto:admin@spwt.net


About your new school
Examples of clubs you could attend:

Music

Ukulele 
Keyboard

Choir
Rock

Music 
Technology

Rap
Orchestra

Sport

Football
Basketball

Tennis
Badminton

Dance
Cricket

Running
Cycling

Academic

History
Science
Drama

Creative 
Writing

Homework
Library

Other

Arts & Crafts
Chess

Board Games
And more! ...



About your new school
More useful information

Lockers

Lockers are £10 and are available to students for the duration of their 

secondary education at SPWT. Lockers will be allocated at the beginning 

of the academic year, or following enrolment for mid-phase 

students/in-year transfers once payments has been received.  Students 

will need to sign a locker protocol before allocation.  The Year Team 

Leader and Student Achievement Coordinator will be able to give your 

child more information on this. 

Lost Property

Lost property will be handed in at the Key Stage Three office which is 

open before school, during break and lunchtime and after school.

Lunch

We operate a cashless catering system.  All students will be allocated a 

lunch card which will enable them to have lunch and purchase a snack at 

break time.  Lunch costs £2.30 and recommend parents use SIMS Pay for 

which we will provide details. Those students who are eligible for a free 

school dinner will have their lunch card automatically topped up for 

them.

Parents’ Forum

All parents are invited to join our Parents’ Forum.  We have a regular 

Parents’ Tea and Coffee Morning every fortnight on a Thursday from 

9:00am-10:30am and Parent Drop-in sessions.  Should you require 

further information kindly contact Mr Masud Rana, our Trust Plus 

Coordinator. 



About your new school
Home School Agreement between Students, Families and St Paul’s 

Way Trust School - 

Strategies and Procedures to Promote Good Behaviour

Our Home School Agreement is drawn up by the students and staff 

and is included in each student’s planner.  It is shared with and 

signed by parents/carers during the admission interview.  Our Home 

School Agreement is reviewed each year by consultation with staff, 

the Student Council and parents.

The Home School Agreement covers the main rules of behaviour 

expected both in and out of lessons at St Paul’s Way Trust School. 

The Home School Agreement is addressed throughout the school 

year in tutor time and in assemblies. 

All staff refer to the Home School Agreement to remind students of 

our expectations around behaviour and learning.  Reminding 

students of the agreement when dealing with inappropriate 

behaviour reduces conflict and promotes consistency throughout the 

school community.  

Independent Learning and Student Planners

All students are given a planner at the start of each academic year; 

this must be kept up to date and well organised.  Parents should 

check and sign the planner each week.  Students will be set 

homework regularly, which must be recorded in planners.  Included 

at the front of the planner is essential information about the school 

day and rules to which parents and students can refer if they are 

unsure of anything.



About your new school
Your daily timetable & daily routine quiz!

7.  What time is morning break? 

____________________

8.  What time is lunch? 

__________________________

9.  What time does school finish? 

_____________________

1. What time is line up? 

____________

1. What time should I arrive at 

school? 

____________

1. How long will my journey to 

school take? 

____________

1. What time do I need to leave 

home?

____________

1. How long will I take to get 

ready?         

____________

1. What time shall I get up? 

____________

08:30 Arrive at 

school
08:50-09:00 Line up

09:00-09:50 Lesson 1

09:50-10.35 Lesson 2

10.35-10:56 BREAK

11:00-11:50 Lesson 3

11:50-12:40 Lesson 4

12:40-13:05 Tutor time

13:05- 13:40 Lunch time

13:45-14:40 Lesson 5

14:40-15:15 Lesson 6



About your new school
Planning your journey

Starting secondary school requires you 
to take on more responsibility; not just 
getting to lessons on time but also 
getting to school in the morning.

Secondary schools can often be further 
from your home, so it’s good to plan 
how you will get to school on time.

Will you be dropped off by your 
parents? Will you get public transport? 
Or will you walk or cycle?

When walking to school, try to find at 
least one other neighbouring pupil who 
is going to the same school so that you 
have a travelling companion.

Do a practice run – particularly if you 
are catching a bus – so it’s not brand 
new to you on day one.



About your new school
Planning your journey

• What time will you need to wake up? ___________
• Breakfast at home or school? ____________
• What time will you leave your house? ____________
• Will you walk or catch the bus/train? ___________

If you will walk:
• How long will it take you to walk to school? _________
• Will you be meeting friends? ____________
• What time will you arrive at school? ____________

If you will catch the bus/train:
• What time is your bus/train? ___________
• How long will it take you to walk to the bus stop or 

train station? __________
• What bus number/train will you catch? ____________
• How long is the journey? ___________
• What time will you arrive at school? __________

When you start a new school, your morning routine 
and journey to school will change.

It is useful to prepare for this and think about what you 
will do each morning.



About your new school
Planning your journey

1. What means of transport will you use?

Bus                 DLR                    Walk                     Car

2. How long will it take to get to school?
__________________________________________

3. School starts at 08:30 am, what time do you need to 
    leave home? ________________
    Why?
     __________________________________________

Remember to plan for any delays that may happen on 
your way to school when planning your journey.

https://tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey/



About your new school
Equipment

In secondary school, you will need to bring your own 

equipment from home. You are responsible for all of your 

equipment and making sure you have it with you at all times. 

This might include equipment that you didn’t use in primary 

school.

1. Pencil Case:

a. Pens (black & green) 

b. Pencils

c. Highlighter

d. Ruler

e. Scientific calculator

2. Planner

3. Reading Book

4. Still water in a clear bottle. 

5. No fizzy drinks, sweets or chewing gum



About your new school
Equipment

At secondary school, you will be moving around to different 
classrooms for different lessons. You could be in 7 classrooms in one 
day. This means that you need to bring all the equipment you will 
require with you for the day. Below are some items you will need to 
bring – can you identify them and add anything else?



About your new school
School Scenario 1

Can you figure out what you would do in these school 
scenarios?

• Why are organisation skills important?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Lottie has woken up on a Thursday morning; she has started getting 

ready for school. 

During the day she needs to post her grandma’s birthday card, empty 

the dishwasher, buy some milk and walk the dog. 

These all need to be finished by the end of the day!

What do you think Lottie needs to do to make her more organised 

today?

List 3 things Lottie can do

1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________



About your new school
School Scenario 2

Can you figure out what you would do in these school 
scenarios?

Now she’s home, Lottie needs to pack her bag for the next 

day. She has PE, English, Music and Science.

It looks like quite a lot to sort out and she’s feeling really 

tired! But she knows she needs to do it now rather than in 

the morning. 

There is a bag on your table with some items around it. 

What will you need to pack? 

Use an arrow to show which items should go in the bag.



About your new school

students



About your new school



About your new school

Uniform

All students are required to wear the full school 
uniform which can be purchased from Khalsa 
Schoolwear, 388-390 Bethnal Green Road, London E2 
0AH.  In addition to this, when the weather is cold, 
students should wear a warm, dark coloured (black 
or blue) coat.  It is not appropriate to wear either 
brightly coloured outdoor clothing or hoodies. A dark 
coloured bag that can hold A4 sized books is needed.

 

Marking of Clothes

Please ensure that every item of your uniform is 
clearly marked with your name.

Valuables

Valuables should be left at home.  Jewellery is not 
allowed except a plain stud for pierced ears, one per 
ear lobe.  





About your new school

Why is wearing the correct 

school uniform important?

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

Draw and label the school uniform you will wear onto the Lego figure



Top Tips
You will have to prepare yourself for school each 

day.

These are some of the things you might need to do 

or think about:

•Look at your timetable each night to see what 

books and equipment you may need.

•Make sure you have your pencil case with pens, 

pencils, ruler and rubber.

•Have you completed homework that needs to be 

handed in?

•Do you need your PE kit?

•Packed lunch?

•Bus Pass?

•Check your uniform and lanyard.

•Pack your bag the night before!



Top Tips
Asking for help:

As a new student, here are some tips which we hope will 

make school life easier and less daunting for you.  

Starting at a new school is an exciting adventure but it 

can also be quite scary. Remember that you are not 

alone and that your classmates may be feeling the same 

as you.

• Friends can help in lots of ways and you can learn 

about your new school together.

• Teachers will be happy to help you. Remember to ask if 

you don’t understand something, if you are lost or 

unsure of something.

• Your family will also want to help you and it is 

important that you tell the adults who look after you 

about any thoughts or concerns you may have.

• Remember, your new school will only feel strange and 

unfamiliar for a while. You will soon learn your way 

around and get to know your teachers and classmates.





All about YOU
Name:

____________________

Birthday:

____________________

My Primary School:

____________________

____________________

Favourite colour: ______________________________

Favourite animal: ______________________________

If I could have a superpower, I’d… 
_________________________

Best place I’ve ever been to: _____________________________

Dream country to visit: ______________________________

My dream job is: ______________________________

If I could go back in time, I’d go to: ________________________

Draw a self portrait here…



My primary school experience

My favourite Primary School memory: ________________________

_______________________________________________________

My favourite Primary School trip:________________________

_______________________________________________________

Favourite school subject(s): ______________________________

My strengths (something I feel confident in): ___________________

_______________________________________________________

Something I want to work on: _______________________________

_______________________________________________________

My dream job is: ______________________________

Something I want to know more 
about:________________________

_______________________________________________________

Draw a picture of your favourite place or memory from Primary School…



Moving to my new school
• List four things you are most excited about moving to your new school

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

• List four things you are a little nervous about
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

• List four things you would like to know about your new school
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

• List four things that will help you moving to your new school
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

•  List four differences between primary school and secondary school
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  



My Goals

In secondary school, you have the opportunity to learn so much. You will 

improve on skills you practised at primary school and learn so many new 

skills as well.

What are your main goals for secondary school? These might change during 

your time here!

1.  

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

__

2. 

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

__

3. 

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

__

4. 

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

__

5. 

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

__

Some ideas: Be in a school play or production, Speak another language, Represent your school in a competition, Learn to 
play a musical instrument, Volunteer in the local community, Travel to another country, Play for a school team, Learn to 
survive in the wild, Take care of the school garden, Cook a new meal from scratch, Read new books, Raise money for 
charity, Become Head Boy or Girl, Learn to read a map, Join an after school club, Learn to dance, Use computers to create 
your own website, Learn First Aid, Make new friends from other schools.



Secondary School Subjects

M A F S E H M G E O H I M J E E A

F M A M W S L U S M I S E T T I S

R U D A N C E Z S A C P N U H A I

A F G T R D P W R I I A G T I N U

H S R H P G R T E N C I T O C A O

J T A S L U B N Y R A N E R S S L

T U B J E I C Q L E R M X T A S S

E E A U H E M U A H S U D I N E P

N F X L G E O G R A P H Y M D M A

G I M T V M A I T Y E O A E M B N

L O A I I O T O H R T T S C O L I

I P T E E L G R D U O E R A R Y S

S P U F O S E E K R M P T T A E H

H I S T O R Y S C S A S M E L R A

E N J V E P I F J N O M U R S B K

J K C A T E R I N G C N A R P U M

Y Z X T L S V Z C O M P U T I N G

Maths
English
Science

Geography
History

Do you know what subjects you study at secondary school?
Find some below – they are vertical, horizontal and diagonal!

Textiles
Catering

Computing
Spanish

Assembly
Tutor Time

Art
Music

PE
Drama
Dance

RE



Secondary School Subjects
What subject do you think each of these symbols represents? 

Write it underneath the symbol!

Which subject are you looking forward to the most? _______________________

What other subjects might you study? _______________________

What other subjects do you want to study? _______________________

____________             ____________  ____________           ____________

____________             ____________  ____________           ____________

____________             ____________  ____________           ____________

____________             ____________  ____________           ____________



Reading



Reading
Just like in primary school, Reading is one of the most important 

things you can do for your learning. Did you know that reading a 

high-quality book for just 30 minutes a day can improve your 

progress by over 3 months?

Here’s how to get the most out of your daily reading:

1. Take time to choose a book you are going to enjoy

• This is the most important thing! Reading a book you love will 

inspire you in so many ways – you might even read for longer 

than 30 minutes! Think about what sort of books and stories 

you enjoy. Are they adventure stories? Funny stories? You 

choose! Ask a friend, teacher or family member for a book 

recommendation!

2. Read for at least 30 minutes a day every day

• The more you read, the more you’ll learn!

3. Look up words or phrases you don’t understand

• Talk to a parent or teacher about them – you can even write 

them down to help you remember them

4. Talk about what you’ve read (once or twice a week)

• You can talk to a sibling, parent, friend or teacher

• Or you can write about what you’ve read!



Reading
In Year 7, we want to help everyone find books that they love 

– and we need your help!

We want to make a collection of book reviews and book 

recommendations from our amazing new Year 7s to help 

everyone when they’re searching for their next book to get 

lost in.

So, calling all new Year 7 readers:

- What have you read recently that you liked?

- What book would you recommend a friend?

- What books do you love?

Your tasks

1. Write one book review (you can write more if you like!)

2. Write 4 book recommendations



Reading – book review

Title: _________________________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________________________

Genre: tick as many as you think apply

Plot summary:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

What did you think of the book? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

□ fiction

□ non-fiction

□ fantasy

□ humour 

□ other ________________________________

□ scary

□ fairy tale

□ adventure

□ sports

□ animals

□ biography

□ historical

□ mystery

Star rating:
Draw a book cover, or a scene or setting from the book



Reading – book recommendations
Title: _________________________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________________________

Genre: _________________________________________________________________

Star rating:

Brief summary: __________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Why do you recommend this book?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Title: _________________________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________________________

Genre: _________________________________________________________________

Star rating:

Brief summary: __________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Why do you recommend this book?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________



Reading – book recommendations
Title: _________________________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________________________

Genre: _________________________________________________________________

Star rating:

Brief summary: __________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Why do you recommend this book?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Title: _________________________________________________________________

Author: _______________________________________________________________

Genre: _________________________________________________________________

Star rating:

Brief summary: __________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Why do you recommend this book?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________



Keep on reading!
And talking about Reading! Here are some questions you can use at home to 

help you think more about what you’ve read!



Keep on reading!
Here’s a reading game you can play at home with dice!

1. Choose a chapter book at home to read with someone
2. Read two pages together
3. Take turns to roll the dice and answer the question
4. Read the next two pages and roll again!



English



English 
At secondary school, English is a bit different, but you’ll still 

use all the skills you learnt at primary school. We read a wide 

variety of texts which include fiction and non-fiction, and 

texts from a range of cultures and time periods. With these 

amazing texts, we try to understand them a bit better, like 

understanding the characters and what the author wanted us 

to think and feel.

English is very important as it teaches you how to 

communicate your ideas effectively to other people. Also, 

through improving your reading and listening skills, it means 

that others can communicate their ideas to you.



English 

On the following pages, is the first chapter of the book, “The 

Goldfish Boy”. Then you will have lots of different ways you 

can think about the chapter, the characters and the author’s 

intention and predict what will happen in the rest of the 

book! You can draw, write or even paint if you want to.

You can take the book out of the library if you want to find 

out what really happens.!

Your new secondary school teachers can’t wait to see what 

you come up with.



English 



Chapter 1

Mr Charles had sunburn right on the top of his head. 

I saw it while he was inspecting his roses. He studied each flower, giving the 

larger ones a little shake to see if any petals fell off as he edged along the pathway. 

The big, bald patch on his head was now a bright red, shiny circle surrounded by 

white, fluffy hair. He should have been wearing a hat in this heat but I guess it’s hard 

to notice if the top of your head is burning when you’re busy doing things. 

I noticed though. 

I noticed a lot of things from the window. 

It’s not like I was doing anything wrong. I was just watching my neighbours to 

pass the time, that’s all; it’s not like I was being nosy. And I didn’t think the 

neighbours minded. Occasionally Jake Bishop from number five would shout things 

up at me — things like “Weirdo”, “Freak” or “Nutter”. It had been a long time since 

he’d actually called me Matthew — but then he was an idiot so I didn’t really care 

what he said. 

I lived in a quiet, dead-end street in a town full of people who said how great it was 

that they didn’t live in that big, smelly city of London — and who then spent most of 

their mornings desperately trying to get there. 

There were seven houses in our little cul-de- sac. Six of them looked the same, 

with square bay windows, uPVC front doors, and whitewashed walls. But the 

seventh house, stuck between number three and number five, was very different. 

Built from blood-red bricks, the Rectory looked like a guest at a Halloween party 

where no one else had bothered to dress up. Its front door was black with two 

triangular windows at the top that were covered from the inside with some old 

cardboard. Whether it had been put there to stop the draughts or to stop anyone 

from peering in, who knew? 

Dad told me a developer had tried to flatten the Rectory twenty years before 

when our houses were being built, but it dug its hundred-year-old foundations in 

and somehow managed to stay, like a rotten old tooth. The vicar’s widow, Old Nina, 

still lived there though I rarely saw her. There was a lamp in the front room window 

that she left on day and night; a glowing orange ball behind the grey curtains. Mum 

said she kept a low profile because she was frightened that someone from the 

church was going to make her move out, since, with her husband dead, it wasn’t 

really her house any more. On her front step she had three pots of flowers that she 

watered every morning at ten o’clock. 

 

1



I watched her and the other neighbours from the spare room at the front of 

the house. I liked it in there. The lemon walls were still shiny-clean and it had that 

freshly decorated feel, even though it had been five years since it had happened. 

Mum and Dad called this room the office since we kept the computer in there, but 

we all really knew it as the nursery. Hanging in a corner there was a baby’s cot 

mobile made of six padded, stripy elephants, which dangled pointlessly over a tower 

of unopened boxes and shopping bags. Mum had put the mobile up as soon as she’d 

got home from her shopping marathon, even though Dad said it was unlucky. 

“Don’t be silly, Brian. We need to make sure it works, don’t we?” 

She had wound the little key at the top and we’d all watched as the elephants 

twirled around and around to “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”. When the music had 

stopped I’d clapped — I was only seven then and you do silly stuff like that when 

you’re that age. Mum said she’d unpack the rest of the shopping another time, but 

she never did. The bags are still where she left them: nappies, bottles, a sterilizer, a 

monitor, tiny vests. Everything my baby brother would have needed if I hadn’t … 

well, if he were alive. 

The office had a window that looked out on to the street, and I saw my 

neighbours begin their day:

9:30 a.m. Mr Charles is deadheading his roses again. He’s using 
some new clippers with red handles. The top of his head looks sore 
with sunburn.

Mr Charles could have been anything from sixty-five to ninety-five — he never 

seemed to get older. I thought he’d just found an age he quite liked and stopped 

right there.

9:36 a.m. Gordon and Penny Sullivan appear from number one. 
Gordon gets into their car as Penny waves to Mr Charles 1 from across 
the street.

Mr Charles waved back and twirled his garden clippers on his finger like a 

cowboy, then snipped at the air three times, the silver blades glinting in the sunlight. 

Penny laughed. Her eyes squinted and she put her hand up to shade them but then 

her face dropped. She’d spotted something: me. Mr Charles followed her gaze and 

they both stared at me looking at them from my window. I quickly stepped away and 

vanished from view, my heart thumping. I waited until I heard Gordon’s car reverse 

out of the driveway and then I looked out on the street again.
2



9:42 a.m. Penny and Gordon leave to do their weekly supermarket 
shopping.

9:44 a.m. Melody Bird appears from number three dragging their 
dachshund, Frankie, behind her.
It was the weekend, which meant it was Melody’s turn to walk their dog. Her mum, 

Claudia, took him out during the week, but I didn’t know why they bothered — he 

never seemed happy about it, and he spent the length of our road trying to turn 

back. Melody picked at the wool on the sleeve of her black cardigan as she walked 

along, stopping every three steps for the little dog to catch up with her. She 

practically lived in that black cardigan, even though it was about thirty degrees out 

there. They stopped at a lamp post while Frankie had a sniff, before digging his paws 

in and trying to get home, but Melody dragged him onwards and they disappeared 

down the alleyway that led to the graveyard at the back of the Rectory.

9:50 a.m. The door to number seven opens and the “newlyweds” 
appear.

Mr Jenkins and his wife, Hannah, lived next door on the side we’re not 

attached to. They were known on the close as the “newlyweds” even though they’d 

been married for nearly four years now. Hannah was always smiling even when she 

didn’t realize someone was watching her. 

“I'm not sure it’s good for you to run in this heat, Rory,” she said, grinning away. 

Mr Jenkins ignored her as he reached his arm up high and stretched over to 

one side. He taught PE at my school and, in his opinion, if you didn’t exercise then 

there wasn't really any point in you existing. I was definitely on his list of “nobodies” 

and tried my best to keep off his radar.

Wearing a tight white top and blue shorts he lunged along their pathway with 

his hands on his hips. 

“Don’t be too long,” Hannah said. “We’ve still got to decide on a car seat, 

remember?”

Mr Jenkins grunted at her. I looked down at the step and flinched when I saw 

her large, pregnant stomach. She rested her hand on top, patting herself 

rhythmically, and then she turned and disappeared into the house. I let go of a 

breath I’d been holding. 

3



Mr Jenkins set off towards the High Street, waving at Mr Charles, who was too 

busy with his flowers to notice. He studied each rose as they bobbed in the breeze 

like tight bundles of pink candyfloss on a fairground stall. Any that weren’t up to 

scratch he snipped off and dropped into a plastic pot. When he’d finished he walked 

back around the side of the house carrying the pot of dead roses.

10:00 a.m. No sign of Old Nina watering her pots.

It was no surprise I hadn’t seen her yet, considering how busy the close had 

been so far this morning. 

The door of number five opened and a boy my age appeared. He walked down 

his driveway and looked in one direction only. Straight at me. This time I didn’t duck 

away but stood my ground and stared back. Stopping in front of our house he tipped 

his head back and made a grotesque, gaggling noise before launching a great lump 

of phlegm on to our path. I gave him a slow handclap through the window, ignoring 

how sick I felt. He frowned when he saw my hands, and I quickly put them behind 

me. Giving our wall a good kicking, he turned and headed off along the street.

10:03 a.m. Jake Bishop - still an idiot.

Once Jake had gone there wasn’t much to see. Mr Jenkins returned from his 

run, his white T-shirt dark with sweat. Penny and Gordon Sullivan unloaded eleven 

shopping bags from their car boot. Melody returned from her walk holding Frankie 

under one arm; the dog looked rather pleased with himself. 

And then the cul-de-sac was still.

Until the Rectory door slowly opened.

10:4O a.m. Old Nina is on her step, looking very nervous. She has 
her little silver watering can in one hand.

The elderly lady was dressed in a black skirt, cream blouse and peach 

cardigan. She trickled water into each pot for a count of five before moving on to the 

next one. As she did this, her eyes flickered around the close. She’d just begun to 

water the final pot when a car turned on to the street. Leaving the watering can on 

the step, she slipped back inside, slamming her heavy front door behind her.

The car driving slowly down the road was one of those that Dad said costs a “small 

mortgage”. It certainly didn’t belong to any of the neighbours. It was so shiny our 

houses were reflected in its black doors as it circled the cul-de-sac, coming to a stop 

outside number eleven. I grabbed my notebook as I watched, waiting for the doors 

to open.

4



10:45 a.m. There is a really posh black car on the close. I've never 
seen it before and it's parked right next door! Does Mr Charles have a 
visitor?

This was very interesting. I knew my neighbour’s schedules inside and out but 

now it looked like there was someone new visiting the close. I tried to see inside the 

car but it had heavily tinted windows so I couldn’t make anything out. It hummed 

quietly for a while and then the engine was turned off. The driver’s door opened.

A woman, wearing sunglasses that were so big they covered most of her face, 

got out and looked around the cul-de-sac. She brushed her hair from her face then 

slammed the door shut. Mr Charles appeared and walked quickly down his path, 

wiping his hands on the front of his shirt.

“Darling!” he said, stretching his tanned arms towards her.

“Hello, Dad.”

 She held him at a distance and turned her cheek for him to kiss, then she went 

to the car and opened the back door. A small girl of around six or seven climbed out 

carrying a porcelain doll. I stood closer to the window but I could only catch a few 

words. 

“. . . must be Casey! And who’s this? Is she coming to stay?”

Mr Charles went to stroke the doll’s hair but the girl twisted around so it was 

out of reach. It looked like something from an antique shop, not a kid’s toy. The 

woman in the big sunglasses emerged from the backseat of the car with a 

blond-haired boy who she plonked on the pavement. Mr Charles held his hand out 

to the toddler.

“Pleased to meet you, Teddy. I’m your granddad.”

The boy cuddled a pale blue blanket, rubbing a corner against his cheek as he 

stared at the crinkly hand reaching towards him. The hand dangled there awkwardly 

between them, and then Mr Charles gave up and went to help his daughter with the 

luggage. They talked for a while but their backs were to me so I couldn’t hear what 

they were saying.

The woman put two black suitcases by the gate and then she held each child’s 

face in her hands, saying something, before giving them each a quick kiss on the 

forehead. Squeezing Mr Charles on the arm she got back into the car. The engine 

purred to life and the dark, shiny car drove slowly to the end of the road. The three 

of them stood watching until it was out of sight.

5



“Right! Let’s get you two inside, shall we?”

Mr Charles flapped his arms at the kids and herded them like sheep towards 

the house, his face a mad grin. The little boy stopped, still rubbing the blanket to his 

cheek as he reached for one of the roses next to the pathway.

“Ah, ah, ah, no touching!” said his grandfather and he waved his arms again, 

steering them in through the front door.

A minute later he was back, dragging the two black suitcases behind him. He 

glanced up at me and I quickly stepped away, but not before noticing his wide smile 

had vanished.

6

We hope you enjoyed the first chapter. Here are some things 

you can do to help you think about what you have read.

Choose 2 tasks from each set.

Task set 1:

• Draw a story map the first chapter

• Learn to tell the main events of the first chapter orally 
(out loud)

• Draw or paint a character from the story

• Draw or paint a setting from the story

• Draw a comic strip of the main events



We hope you enjoyed the first chapter. Here are some things 

you can do to help you think about what you have read.

Choose 2 tasks from each set.

Task set 2:

• Write a description of the character

• Write a description of the setting

• Write a book review of the first chapter

• Write a diary entry as a character

• What do you think will happen next? Write a prediction 
of what you think will happen next

• Finish the story yourself! Write your own continuation 
or ending of the story.

• Write a news article about the events

• Write a conversation between two or more characters 
that could have happened before or after the chapter

English 
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English 
In secondary school, you will think a lot about how the 
writing affects the reader and why the writer chose to write 
they way they did.

Have a look at the excerpts and questions below. Can you 
remember to use the reading skills you learnt in year 6?

1. 
Mr Charles flapped his arms at the kids and herded them like 
sheep towards the house, his face a mad grin.

What does this excerpt tell you about Mr Charles’ character? 
Think about the word choices used. Use evidence to support 
your answer.

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________



English 
Have a look at the excerpts and questions below. Can you 

remember to use the reading skills you learnt in year 6?

2. 

Dad told me a developer had tried to flatten the Rectory 

twenty years before when our houses were being built, but it 

dug its hundred-year-old foundations in and somehow 

managed to stay, like a rotten old tooth. 

What language feature is used in the phrase “like a rotten old 

tooth”?

_________________________________________________

Why do you think the author chose to use this phrase? What 

does it make you think of the Rectory?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________



Maths



Maths
Mathematics is fundamental to being human and we can 

appreciate it within our world in the same way as languages, 

literature, art or music.  The beauty of mathematics is that 

every human can appreciate it and think mathematically, 

given support and opportunity. This is what your teachers 

aim to do! 

In primary school, you develop your foundations for maths 

and when you arrive at secondary school, your new teachers 

will help you to develop your wider skills to reason, 

communicate, think systematically, problem solve, and work 

with others! 

One of the best part of learning mathematics, is the journey 

you take towards your answer. In year 7, you will be asked to 

work in teams, explore some new mathematical ideas, justify 

your conjectures and prove them right!



Maths
In Year 7, you will spend some time refreshing the things you 

have learnt in primary school and using these skills to move 

on to more challenging learning. You will also do lots of 

investigation to train you problem solving brain – this is one 

of the most important mathematical skills you can have!

First, let’s recap on some of our arithmetic skills from Year 6.

• Long division

• Multiplying decimals

• Dividing decimals

• Negative numbers

Then, let’s try some problem solving and stretch out brains!



Maths - Long division
Do you remember how to do long division? Here’s a refresher 

in case you’ve forgotten:



Maths - Long division



Maths - Long division



Maths - Multiplying Decimals
Do you remember how to multiply decimals? Here’s a 

refresher in case you’ve forgotten:



Maths - Multiplying Decimals



Maths - Multiplying Decimals



Do you remember how to divide decimals? Here’s a quick 

refresher in case you’ve forgotten:

Maths - Dividing Decimals



Maths - Dividing Decimals



Maths - Dividing Decimals



Do you remember how to solve problems with negative 

numbers? Here’s a refresher in case you’ve forgotten:

Maths - Negative Numbers



Maths - Negative Numbers



Maths - Negative Numbers



Maths
Another area your secondary schools would like you to work 
on is co-ordinates.

Here is a helpful rule to remind you how to plot coordinates:

This means look at the horizontal co-ordinate first, then the 
vertical co-ordinate.

Key vocabulary

horizontal

vertical

(2, 5)



Maths
Let’s practise!

What shape have you made?

________________________________

(2, 5)

Plot these coordinates

(3, 2)

(-3, 2)

(5, -2)

(-5, -2)



Maths
Now, try this!

This is making the same shape as before, but one co-ordinate 

is missing! 

Can you plot it on? Write the co-ordinate here: ( __ , __ )

(2, 5)

Plot these coordinates

(2, 1)

(-2, 1)

(-4, -2)



Maths
On the next pages are coordinate grids.

 

Each coordinate grid is making a different quadrilateral 

(four-sided shape), but there is one coordinate missing!

For each question:

- Plot the coordinates

- work out what shape it is supposed to be (there might be 

more than one right answer!)

- plot the missing coordinate

- write the missing coordinate

(2, 5)



Maths
Question 1:

What shape do you think is being plotted? 

_________________________

Plot the missing coordinate on the grid.

Write the missing coordinate here: ( __ , __ )

(2, 5)

Plot these coordinates

(3, 6)

(3, -2)

(5, 2)

What other shape(s) could it have 

been? ______________________

Why? _____________________

What other information would 

you need? _________________



Maths
Question 2:

What shape do you think is being plotted? 

_________________________

Plot the missing coordinate on the grid.

Write the missing coordinate here: ( __ , __ )

(2, 5)

Plot these coordinates

(-4, 6)

(1, 6)

(1, -3)

What other shape(s) could it have 

been? ______________________

Why? _____________________

What other information would 

you need? _________________



Maths
Question 3:

What shape do you think is being plotted? 

_________________________

Plot the missing coordinate on the grid.

Write the missing coordinate here: ( __ , __ )

(2, 5)

Plot these coordinates

(-3, -4)

(-3, 1)

(2, -4)

What other shape(s) could it have 

been? ______________________

Why? _____________________

What other information would 

you need? _________________



Maths
In Secondary school, you’ll learn a lot more about algebra.

Algebra is a bit like solving a puzzle!

In algebra, we use a letter to represent a missing number or a 

number we don’t know.

These are a bit like missing number problems:

Except we use a letter to represent the missing number:

This makes it easier to talk about and easier to solve if we 

have more than one unknown number.

- 2 = 4

x - 2 = 4



Maths
Have a go at solving these simple algebra questions.

1. a + 6 = 17

1. b x 7 = 42

1. 19 – c = 4

1. d – 4 = 5

1. 9 + e = 21



Maths
Let’s try something trickier. Each question has two parts. Use 
the first part to help you solve the second part!

1. a + 4 = 6

        a + b = 17

2. 9 – c = 4

        c – d = 8

3. 14 + e = 19

         e x f = 20 

4. 3 x g = 21

        g – h = 1

5.     i + 9 = 15

        i + j = 18

6.     k – 14 = 12

         k x L = 52

7.      21 ÷ m = 7

         m x n = 27 

8. 5 + p = 15

        p x q = 40



Maths
Sometimes, there is more than one possible answer to a 

problem. 

Let’s have a look at this:

3a = b

What possible answers could there be for a and b?

Write down a few here:

a = ____ and b = ____

a = ____ and b = ____

a = ____ and b = ____

a = ____ and b = ____

a = ____ and b = ____

a = ____ and b = ____



Maths
This time, just choose one possible option for each question:

1. 5c = d

1. 9m = n

1. 5p = 2q

1. 8a = 4b

1. 9q = 4m



Maths
Now, it’s time for some investigations and problem solving.

There are 6 main problem solving strategies that you can use 

to help yourself with these problems:

Reasoning 
logically

Conjecture & 
hypothesis

Working 
systematicallyTrial & 

improvement

Pattern spotting

Visualising



Here’s a warm up!

Starfish Spotting!

I can see 28 'arms' on the beach.

How many children could there 
be?
How many starfish could there be?

Maths



Use this paper to have a go!

Maths



Ready for the next challenge?

Two-digit targets
You have a set of the digits from 0-9.

Can you arrange these digits in the fie boxes below 
to make two-digit numbers as close to the targets 
as possible. You can use each digit only once.

How will you know your solution is the closest you 
can get to the targets?

Maths



Use this paper to have a go!

Maths



Ready for the next challenge?

Nine-pin triangles
You have a circle with nine points evenly spaced around it. 

How many different triangles can you make by joining the 
points together? The first one has been done for you.

How do you know you’ve found them all?
Are you sure they’re all different?
What does different mean?

Maths



Use this paper to have a go!

Maths



Use this paper to have a go!

Maths



Ready for the next challenge?

Trebling

Can you replace all the letters with numbers?
Each letter represents a different number.

Is there only one solution to each problem?

Maths



Use this paper to have a go!

Maths



1
2

4
5

3

Ready for the next challenge?

Magic Vs

Place each of the numbers 1 to 5 in the V shape 
below, so that the two arms of the V have the 
same total.

3 + 5 + 1 = 9       
4 + 2 + 1 = 7   
So this V doesn’t work.

Can you find one that does?

How many different possibilities are there?

Maths



Use this paper to have a go!

Maths



There’s also going to be lots of new mathematical 

language that you will learn at secondary school.

How many of these words do you already know?

Can you research the ones you don’t know and 

find a definition or an example for them?

This will give you a head start in Year 7!   

Maths

a) prime number

b) square number

c) multiple

d) factor

e) integer

f) triangle numbers

g) consecutive

h) commutative

i) variable



Use this paper to write down your research!

Maths



Science



Science 
Science is one of the most important subjects 

you’ll ever learn, as it can teach you to understand 

the world around you. At secondary school you will 

build on your knowledge  of the scientific method, 

where you will learn to draw evidence to make 

conclusions.

At secondary school, Science is separated in to 

three main areas:

•Biology

•Chemistry

•Physics



Science 
Biology is the study of life and living things. This 

includes subjects such as the cells, genes, 

inheritance, plants, microorganisms, animals and 

the human body.

Chemistry is the study of what everything is made 

of and how it works. It studies the properties of 

matter, which is what everything is made of! 

Cooking, making ice, medicines and paint are all 

examples of chemistry!

Physics is the study of energy and forces. This 

includes electricity, astronomy, motion, waves, 

sound and light!



Science  - Investigations
Here are some investigations for you to try at home!

Think about:

• What area of science do you think they are using: 

Biology, Chemistry or Physics?

• Do they use more than one area?

• Can you explain what happens scientifically?

• Do you have any other questions about the 

investigations?

• Is there anything else you could try if you were to do 

the investigation again?

Make sure you follow the method carefully!



Science 
Investigation 1



Science 
Investigation 1

What happened in your investigation? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What did you learn?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What area or areas of science do you think this investigation 
used: Biology, Chemistry or Physics? 
_________________________________________________

Why do you think that?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________



Science 
Investigation 2



Science 
Investigation 2

What happened in your investigation? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What did you learn?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What area or areas of science do you think this investigation 
used: Biology, Chemistry or Physics? 
_________________________________________________

Why do you think that?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________



Science 
Investigation 3

TOP TIP!



Science 
Investigation 3

What happened in your investigation? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What did you learn?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What area or areas of science do you think this investigation 
used: Biology, Chemistry or Physics? 
_________________________________________________

Why do you think that?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________



Science 
Investigation 4



Science 
Investigation 4



Science 
Investigation 4

What happened in your investigation? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What did you learn?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What area or areas of science do you think this investigation 
used: Biology, Chemistry or Physics? 
_________________________________________________

Why do you think that?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________



Science 
Investigation 5



Science 
Investigation 5

What happened in your investigation? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What did you learn?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What area or areas of science do you think this investigation 
used: Biology, Chemistry or Physics? 
_________________________________________________

Why do you think that?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________



Science 
Plan your own investigation!

Now, you’re going to plan your own investigation!

On the next page is a planning format you can use 
to plan your own investigation.

Remember:

•What are you trying to find out?

•How can you keep your investigation a fair (valid) 
test?

•How will you record your investigation? 
• Draw
• Write
• Take photos
• All of the above!

•How will you record your results?
• Draw
• Write
• Take photos
• All of the above!



Draw

Write

Take photos

All of the above!

Science 
Plan your own investigation!

My question: 

_______________________________________________________

I will change:

_______________________________

_______________________________

I will observe:

_______________________________

_______________________________

I will keep the same:

• ____________________________

_

• ____________________________

_

• ____________________________

_

• ____________________________

_

• ____________________________

_

Equipment I will need:

• ____________________________

_

• ____________________________

_

• ____________________________

_

• ____________________________

• ____________________________

_

What it will look like: (draw a diagram 
of your investigation set up)

What we will do: (write your method 
in numbered steps)

My prediction:

_________________________________________________________________

_

_________________________________________________________________

_



Draw

Write

Take photos

All of the above!

Science 
Record your Investigation!

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________



Draw

Write

Take photos

All of the above!

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Science 
Record your Investigation!



Draw

Write

Take photos

All of the above!

Science 
Record your Investigation!



Draw

Write

Take photos

All of the above!

Science 
Record your Investigation!



Draw

Write

Take photos

All of the above!

What happened in your investigation? 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What did you learn?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

What area or areas of science do you think this investigation 
used: Biology, Chemistry or Physics? 
_________________________________________________

Why do you think that?

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Science 
Record your Investigation!



Draw

Write

Take photos

All of the above!

Science 
Scientific terminology

What Scientific terminology have you used before in primary 

school or at home?

Do you know the meaning of this terminology? Can you give 

a short explanation of each? Do some research to help you!

Working scientifically 

Fair test

Control

Variable Dependent 
variable

Independent 
variable

Hypothesis (prediction)

Apparatus

Accuracy

Correlation

Anomaly

Evaluation



History



History
History is the study of significant (important) events of the past. 

It is about all kinds of people and includes the recent past. The 

word history comes from the Greek word “historia” meaning to 

find out, an inquiry. Studying history is important because it 

helps us to understand the present. It can also provide us with 

insight into our own culture and environment, the cultures and 

environments of others’, and how both could be 

interconnected.  

The best thing about history is that it not just in the classroom; 

it’s all around us. It is global, it is national, and it is local. At 

secondary school, you will learn more about different periods in 

history and you will be asked to be “critical thinkers”, just like a 

historian. That means you will be expected to use primary and 

secondary sources to judge events of the past.

How do we know what happened in the past if we weren’t 

there? How can we understand what life was like centuries 

before we were born? That’s what a historian does! They look at 

written accounts, drawings and archaeological evidence to help 

them build a picture of the past.



History
Historians use sources to help them work out what happened in the past. 

Some sources are mores useful or more trustworthy than others.

Sources

Primary sources are the original documents, pictures, objects or buildings 

made by people who were there at the time.

Secondary sources are documents or pictures made by people who were 

not there at the time.

Which type of source do you think is most useful to historians?

__________________________________________________________

Why? ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Which type of source do you think is most trustworthy? 

________________________________________________________

Why? ___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

useful: helpful to them in understanding what happened in the past
trustworthy: likely to be the truth (not just someone’s opinion)



History
The Tower of London

What do you know about the Tower of London?

Use this space to do a mind map of everything you already 

know!

The 
Tower of 
London



History
The Tower of London

The Tower of London was built in 1078 by William 

the Conqueror after he defeated the new 

Anglo-Saxon King Harold Godwinson in the Battle 

of Hastings in 1066. William the Conqueror 

(William, the Duke of Normandy) had come from 

France to try to claim the throne. He believed he 

was the rightful heir to the throne after King 

Edward the Confessor died.



History
The Tower of London

But why did William the Conqueror build the Tower of London? 

Look at the sources below and see if you can discover for yourself!

Source A

A quote from William of Poitiers, a writer from the 11th Century:

“certain strongholds were made in the city as a 
defence against the unhappiness of the vast and 
fierce population.”

Source B

A modern drawing of the building of 

the Tower of London in 2004. 

Helpful info!
• 11th Century = 1001 to 1100

The Tower of London is an 
internationally famous 
monument and one of 
England’s most iconic 
structures. William the 
Conqueror built the White 
Tower in 1066 as a 
demonstration of Norman 
power, siting it 
strategically on the River 
Thames to act as both 
fortress and gateway to 
the capital. 

Source C

Information on the UNESCO world 

heritage website.



History
The Tower of London

So, why did William the Conqueror build the Tower of London? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Which source was the most useful?

_____________________________________________________________

Why?

_____________________________________________________________

Which source was the most trustworthy?

_____________________________________________________________

Why?

_____________________________________________________________

Can you also work out if the sources are primary (recorded at the time) or 

secondary (recorded afterwards)? Remember, the tower was built in 1076!

Source A: ______________________________________

Source B: ______________________________________



History
The Tower of London

The Tower of London has had many uses over time. But what were they? 

Look at the sources below and see if you can discover for yourself!

Source A

An exert from The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, 1100

“The King (Henry I) had Ranulf, bishop of Durham seized 
and brought to the Tower in London and held imprisoned 
there.”

Source B

A quote from the Milanese ambassador in France, writing in 1471.

All Henry’s most powerful allies are dead or in the 
Tower of London, where he himself is a prisoner.”

Source D

A depiction of the imprisonment of 

Charles, Duke of Orléans, in the Tower 

of London from a 15th century 

manuscript.

Source C

A coloured engraving, dated 1799, of 

the Tower Menagerie, “The Monkey 

House”

Helpful info!
• A menagerie = a zoo



History
The Tower of London

Source E

An exert from the book, “A View to 

London” from 1803

Source F

An illustration of the zoo at the 

Tower of London, made in 1808

Source G

Making coins at the Tower in 1750
Source H

“The Mint”. An illustration made 

around 1800.

Helpful info!
• Mint = Where they manufacture (make) coins

By about 1279 the mint had moved to more 
secure quarters within the Tower of London.

Source I

An extract from The Royal Mint website.



History
The Tower of London

Source J

A photograph of tourists looking at 

poppies at The Tower of London in 

2014

Source K

The Tower of London website

Source L

The Crown Jewels at the Tower of 

London in 2019
At some point in the 
14th century, all of the 
state regalia were moved 
to the White Tower at 
the Tower of London 
owing to a series of 
successful and attempted 
thefts in Westminster 
Abbey.

Source M

Information from Wikipedia.



History
The Tower of London

So, what different uses did the Tower of London have?

Which source(s) were the most useful?

_____________________________________________________________

Why?

_____________________________________________________________

Which source(s) were the most trustworthy?

_____________________________________________________________

Why?

_____________________________________________________________

Can you also work out if the sources are primary (recorded at the time) or 

secondary (recorded afterwards)? 

Write it next to their title!

Example: Source A – primary source

Use Approximate date



History
The Tower of London

The Tower of London is famous for being a prison. But what was it like for 

prisoners who were kept there? 

Look at the sources below and see if you can discover for yourself!

Source C

An illustration of a torture device The 

Rack used on prisoners in the tower of 

London from 1863

Source A

Prisoner graffiti on the prison cell 

walls created in 1585

Source B

A photo of one of the small prison 

cells inside the tower of London



History
The Tower of London

So, what was it like for prisoners at the Tower of London?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Which source was the most useful?

_____________________________________________________________

Why?

_____________________________________________________________

Which source was the most trustworthy?

_____________________________________________________________

Why?

_____________________________________________________________

Can you also work out if the sources are primary (recorded at the time) or 

secondary (recorded afterwards)? Remember, the tower was built in 1076!

Source A: ______________________________________

Source B: ______________________________________



History
The Tower of London

Want to know more about the Tower of London? Read on!

The Yeomen Warders of Her Majesty’s Royal Palace and Fortress 

the Tower of London (popularly known as the Beefeaters) are 

the guardians of the Tower of London. To become a Beefeater, 

you must have served in the military for at least 22 years! The 

origin of their name is unknown, but the legend says that many, 

many years ago, they were paid for their work as royal 

bodyguards in beef instead of money!

Another legend based in the tower of London is that of the 

ravens. No one actually knows when they arrived, but there is a 

legend that says that if the ravens leave the Tower, then the 

Tower and the kingdom of England will fall. Because of this 

legend, the raven’s flight feathers are trimmed so they can’t 

actually fly away.

This isn’t the only dark aspect of the Tower’s history. The Tower 

is infamous as a place of torture and punishment, but despite 

the rumours records show that only 48 people were tortured 

there in almost 1000 years. And in fact, only 10 people were 

executed there, as most of them were executed at the nearby 

Tower Hill. 



History
The Tower of London

Can you answer these questions about what you have read?

How do you become a ‘Beefeater’?

_______________________________________________________

What is the legend about how they got the name, ‘Beefeaters’?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What is the legend about the ravens?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Can the ravens fly away? Why?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

How many people were tortured at the Tower?

_______________________________________________________

How many people were executed at the Tower?

_______________________________________________________



Geography



Geography
What is geography?

Geography is the study of places and the relationships between people 

and their environments. Geographers explore the physical features of 

Earth and the human societies spread across it. They also examine how 

human culture interacts with the natural environment and the way that 

locations and places can have an impact on people. Geography seeks to 

understand where things are found, why they are there, and how they 

develop and change over time.

 

Why is geography important for me?

Every time you turn on the news you will see something that relates to 

your geography lessons. We will learn about how the natural world 

works – from why it rains to how volcanoes form to why our global 

climate is changing and how this will affect us in so many ways. We will 

learn about current global issues like population, migration and 

development and consider how humans interact with the natural 

environment. Geography will prepare you for jobs that do not even exist 

yet, as our world is ever changing. It will open your eyes to what is 

happening around you and prepare you to be a global citizen. At a time 

where our natural world faces many threats – it has never been more 

important to be a geographer!



Geography
How will this booklet help me to become an 

outstanding geographer?

When you start secondary school, you are not 

starting a new learning journey, but continuing to 

build on all of the things you learned in primary 

school. You will realise that in your geography 

lessons, much of what we learn links to what you 

studied in primary school. This booklet will help you 

to recall that information and refresh your memory 

so that you are fully prepared for the next steps of 

your geography journey!



Geography
Mapping our world

From space, the Earth looks like a sphere, or ball, containing land 

and water. A globe is a model of the Earth and shows what it 

looks like from space. There are seven different continents:

• Europe

• Africa

• North America

• South America

Maps are used to help people find their way to and from 

somewhere. They are much easier to carry than a globe and 

have more detail.

Some maps show the whole world, some show a single country 

or even a single town or village. 

• Asia
• Australia 
• Antarctica

SOUTHERN 
OCEAN



Geography
Mapping our world

Task one:

Without looking at the previous page, can you label all the 

continents and all the oceans?

List them here:

The seven continents are:

1.  _____________________

2. _____________________

3. _____________________

4. _____________________

5. _____________________

6. _____________________

7. _____________________

The five oceans are:

1. _____________________

2. _____________________

3. _____________________

4. _____________________

5. _____________________



Geography
Mapping our world

Task two:

On each continent, there are the countries of the world.

But do you know which countries are on each continent? For 

each continent, can you name two countries?

You can do some research to help yourself.

Asia:

Europe:

Africa:

North America:

South America:

Why did I not include Antarctica? ______________________

_________________________________________________

1. ___________________________

2. ___________________________

1. ___________________________

2. ___________________________

1. ___________________________

2. ___________________________

1. ___________________________

2. ___________________________

1. ___________________________

2. ___________________________



To find out how far north or south a place is, lines of latitude are 

used. These lines run parallel to the Equator.

To find out how far east or west a place is, lines of longitude are 

used. These lines run from the top of the Earth to the bottom.

Geography
Mapping our world

What are latitude and longitude?

To help locate where a place is in the world, people use other 

imaginary lines:

What is the equator?

The equator is an imaginary line that runs 

around the middle of the world.



Geography
Mapping our world

Task three: Use the map to help you answer the questions!

Look at the lines of Latitude

Which CONTINENTS do these lines of latitude pass through?

0o (Equator)  ___________, ___________, ___________

20oS                ___________, ___________, ___________

40oN               ___________, ___________, ___________

40oS                ___________, ___________

60oN               ___________, ___________, ___________

80oS                _____________

20oN               ___________, ___________, ___________

Look at the lines of Longitude

Which CONTINENTS do these lines of longitude pass through?

0o                    ___________, ___________, ___________

60oE               _____________, ____________

120oE             ____________, __________, __________

60oW             ___________, ___________, ___________

100oE             _______________, ___________

120oW           _____________, ______________

Which continent does ALL the lines of longitude pass through?_________________



Geography
How to use a map

The top of most maps is north and a compass can be used to find 

which direction north is.

Compasses show four directions: north, east, south and west.

Task four: 

1. Add North, East, South and West to the correct points on the 

compass

1. Now, add North, South , East, West, North East, North West, 

South East and South West to the compass.



Geography
How to use a map
Task five:

Now, can you use this 8-point compass to navigate the word maze?

Follow the directions to find the key words!



Geography
maps across the world

Different landscapes around the world can look very 

different. We can compare these by looking at their 

maps and looking at what geographical features we 

can spot.

Look at the two maps on the next page.

One is an urban map and one is a rural map. Can you 

work out what urban and rural might mean?

urban ___________________________

rural ___________________________

Now, you google them and see if you were right!



RURAL

URBAN



Geography
maps across the world

Now, look at the two maps on the previous page and 
look at how they are different or how they are similar.

Think about what places you can see and what the 
landscape might be like in both locations.

What is different about them?

• ______________________________________

• ______________________________________

• ______________________________________

• ______________________________________

• ______________________________________

• ______________________________________

Can you spot anything that is the same?

• ______________________________________

• ______________________________________



Geography
maps across the world

Now have a look on your own!

Here is a list of places you can search for on Google Maps. Type the name in 

and zoom out or in until you can see the place clearly. Make sure you click 

satellite in the corner to see a real image of what that place looks like from 

above.

Look at one urban space and one rural space and compare them. What can 

you see that is different? What can you see that is the same?

• Rio de Janeiro

• New York city

• Dubai

• Venice

• Singapore

• Seoul

Urban
• Amazon rainforest

• San Pellegrino pass

• Moon Lake

• Grand Canyon

• Ausewell Wood

• Shere

Rural



Geography
A map of your local area

Now that you know a bit more about maps, can you 

create your own?

1. Draw a map of your local area. Use google maps 

to help you! Just go to www.google.com/maps 

and type in your address or postcode.

2. Add onto your map places that are important to 

you or that you visit a lot (your home, the local 

shops, school, a place of worship).

3. Now, add onto your map any improvements you 

would make to your area to make it even better!

4. Can you map your route from home to your 

primary school?

5. What about your route from home to your 

secondary school?

6. Can you add smiley faces to the places that make 

you happy in your local area?

http://www.google.com/maps


Geography
A map of your local area

Draw your map here:



Art



Art
Everyone is an artist! At secondary school, you’ll explore lots of 

different mediums of art, from drawing and sketching, to painting 

and collage, to clay modelling and sculpture and many more. You 

will develop skills and techniques in all these areas and take a closer 

look at the world around you. We teach these new subjects in 

specialist classrooms and our lessons are often practical. You will get 

hands on and learn how to make things yourself. 

In secondary school, you will also look at different artists and pieces 

of art. We always look at lots of Art makers to keep you inspired and 

there are lots of competitions to get involved in. Art is not just 

about creating a something visual, but about what it makes you feel. 

For as long as we have created art, humans have used it to express 

themselves. What do you feel when you look at a piece of art? Is it 

the same as what someone else might feel? Is it the same as what 

the artist was feeling when they made it?

To get you ready for Art in secondary school, we have a few tasks to 

practice your artistic skills. You will need these in Year 7, so get 

practicing!



Art - Tonal ladder
Tone is used to show light, medium and dark in drawings. You achieve a 

light tone with a light pressure on your pencil, so you achieve a dark 

tone with a heavier pressure. A tonal ladder (or tonal scale) is a way of 

exploring how many different tones you can make! These can help you 

show light and shadows to make your observational drawings more 

realistic.

Here are some examples made in pencil:

And here is one using cross-hatching. To show a dark tone, use lines that 

are closer together (or more lines) and to show a light tone, use lines 

that are further apart (or less lines).

And you can also create them using white and black paint!



Art - Tonal ladder
Use this page to create your own tonal ladder! Have a go at more 

than one. Can you do one with cross-hatching? Can you do one in a 

different colour? Can you do one with paint?

If you want to do some more, you can always draw your own tonal 

ladder with a ruler and a pencil!



Art - Tonal ladder
Use this page to create your own tonal ladder! Have a go at more 

than one. Can you do one with cross-hatching? Can you do one in a 

different colour? Can you do one with paint?

If you want to do some more, you can always draw your own tonal 

ladder with a ruler and a pencil!



Art - Mark making
Mark making is all the different lines, patterns and textures 

that you use in a piece of art. You can use these to show 

tones, texture and to add detail to your drawing.

Just like a tonal ladder, you can use pencils, pens, paint, 

chalk, pastels and lots of other mediums to make marks.



Art - Mark making

short dashes hatching

cross-hatching stippling (dots)

wavy lines scribbles

1. Use a different line technique to fill each of the 
12 small boxes. Invent your own techniques to fill 
the last 6 boxes.

2. Use these techniques to apply tone to the 
geometric objects drawn on the right. Select your 
own light source. Where is the light coming 
from? Is it the left, the right? So which bits will be 
lighter and which bits will be darker?

3. Connect the dots below with three straight lines: 
one very light, one mid-tone and one very dark.

short dashes hatching

cross-hatching stippling (dots)

wavy lines scribbles

1. Use a different line technique to fill each of the 
12 small boxes. Invent your own techniques to 
fill the last 6 boxes.

2. Use these techniques to apply tone to the 
geometric objects drawn on the right. Select 
your own light source. Where is the light coming 
from? Is it the left, the right? So which bits will 
be lighter and which bits will be darker?

3. Connect the dots below with three straight 
lines: one very light, one mid-tone and one very 
dark.

short dashes hatching

cross-hatching stippling (dots)

wavy lines scribbles

1. Use a different line technique to fill each of the 
12 small boxes. Invent your own techniques to fill 
the last 6 boxes.

2. Use these techniques to apply tone to the 
geometric objects drawn on the right. Select your 
own light source. Where is the light coming 
from? Is it the left, the right? So which bits will be 
lighter and which bits will be darker?

3. Connect the dots below with three straight lines: 
one very light, one mid-tone and one very dark.



Art - Mark making
Use different mediums you have at home to try making 

different marks!



Art - Observational Drawing
Observational drawing is simply drawing what you see. It can 

be a flower, a person, a landscape, a glass of milk, anything! 

But it is drawing what you see in front of you as realistically 

and as true to life as possible.



Can you use your tonal practise and your mark-making practise to 

create your own observational drawing?

Choose something around your house to draw – it could be anything 

at all! 

1. Before you even start to draw, take an overall look at what you 

will draw. Ask yourself some questions about what you will 

draw.
• What is the overall shape? Is it made up of different shapes?

• Which details can you see? Which details are important?

• Which parts are small? Which parts are large? How do the sizes 

compare to each other?

2. Now, draw the outline of your shape.

3. Then, take a closer look.
• Is it rough or smooth? Is it shiny or dull?

• What markings can you see?

• Where is the light source?

• What shadows can you see?

• Which are the light areas and which are the dark?

4.  Now, add in the shading, texture and detail to your drawing.

Art - Observational Drawing



Art - Observational Drawing



Art - Observational Drawing



Art
Art and Artists

We have been making art throughout all of time. Sometimes 

art was used to capture a moment, to capture someone’s 

appearance, to decorate and embellish or to express feelings 

and emotions.

On the following pages there will be lots of different pieces of 

art from different time periods. Some of them you might like, 

some of them you might not. And that is okay – we don’t all 

like the same food, the same subjects. And we don’t all like 

the same art.

But some art speaks to us. On the next pages, choose your 

favourite piece of art (you can choose more than one if you 

like!). Then, we’re going to ask you to think a bit deeper 

about it.



Art and Artists

Mauve Intersection
Mark Rothko

Starry Night
Vincent Van Gogh

The Snail
Henri Matisse

Mushrooms
Yayoi Kusama

The Night Watch
Rembrandt

Dutch boats in a storm
Joseph Turner



Art and Artists

Two Forms
Henry Moore

Girl with a pearl earring
Johannes Vermeer

Composition with large red plane, 
yellow and Black

Piet Mondrian

Horse
Xu Beihong

Nefertiti
Artist unknown



Art and Artists

The Great Wave off Kanagawa
Hokusai

Stained glass
Marc Chagall

Bronze head from the 
Kingdom of Benin

Artist unknown

Gare St Lazare
Claude Monet

Large Poppies
Emily Nolde

Convergence
Jackson Pollock

Woman in a hat
Pablo Picasso



Art and Artists
Your favourite piece

Title:  ________________________________________________

Artist:  _______________________________________________

Why did you choose this piece?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

What is your favourite thing about this piece?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Sketch it here – it doesn’t have to be perfect!



Art and Artists
What do you think the artist was trying to show or tell you?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

What do you think the artist wants you to think when you see this piece of 
art?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

How do you think the artist wants you to feel when you see this piece of art?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Is there anything else you want to say about this piece of art?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________



Social 
Studies



Social Studies

You might not think you have learnt about Social studies 

before, but you will have done lots of things in Primary 

school that are Social studies with a different name! 

Social studies is learning about the world, people and the 

societies we live in. It is learning about the issues and 

challenges that face us today, and thinking about what 

solutions we can use to make the world a better place. 

Can you think of something you did in Primary school that 

links to this?



Social Studies
So how can you get ready for Social studies at secondary 

school? 

One of the most useful things you can do is to learn about 

current issues in the world today. 

You can do this by watching Newsround! Go to 

www.bbc.co.uk/newsround where you can read or watch to 

learn more about the news!

You might already have learn about some current issues in 

primary school. Here are some ideas:

• Climate Change

• Pollution

• Plastic Pollution

• Refugees

• Homelessness

• Animal extinction

• Bee extinction

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround


Social Studies
Choose something that you care about – it could be from the list 
on the previous page or your own ideas. 

Make a poster to inform someone else about your issue. 

Think about:

• What is the issue?

• Why is it important?

• What can we do to help?

Can you make it eye-catching and informative? 

Include:

• A title

• Some drawings or pictures

• Information/facts/statistics

• Rhetorical questions



Social Studies Poster


